
 

Young Royals Preschool

      Parent Handbook



Welcome to Young Royals Preschool!
We are excited to have you as a valued  family member in our classroom 
communities.  



Contact Information

Watertown-Mayer Community Learning Center                                Community Education Director
313 Angel Ave NW                                                                    
952-955-0280                                                                                         952-955-0282
wm.communityed@wm.k12.mn.us                                                         @wm.k12.mn.us
Office Hours: 7:30am-4:00pm

Early Childhood Programs Coordinator                                            Director of Special Education
Susie Retterath                                                                                      Deanna Gronseth
952-955-0290                                                                                         952-955-0207                                                                              
sretterath@wm.k12.mn.us                                                                     deanna.gronseth@wm.k12.mn.us

mailto:wm.communityed@wm.k12.mn.us
mailto:sretterath@wm.k12.mn.us
mailto:deanna.gronseth@wm.k12.mn.us


Young Royals Preschool Teachers

Amy Alipour   Room 202                                                                     Cathy Hagel
amy.alipour@wm.k12.mn.us                                                               chagel@wm.k12.mn.us
  
                                                          
Jayne Unglaub  Room 208                                                                  Jenny Poppler  Room 205
junglaub@wm.k12.mn.us                                                                    jennifer.poppler@wm.k12.mn.us

 
Kristy Phipps  Room 210                                                                     Rebekah Wagner-Minar
kristy.phipps@wm.k12.mn.us                                                              rebekah.wagner-minar@wm.k12.mn.us

Susie Retterath   Room 206                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
sretterath@wm.k12.mn.us                                                                 
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Message from the Superintendent

August 2021

Greetings from Watertown-Mayer Public Schools!  On behalf of the School Board, Administration, and Staff at Watertown-Mayer Public Schools, I would 
like to welcome our students and families back to a  new school year.  We are excited to continue to partner with you this school year to provide an 
outstanding learning experience for ALL students.

Our mission at Watertown-Mayer Public Schools is to make authentic learning connections with each of our students, providing them with the 
opportunity to reach their full potential of their passions and strengths.  We believe that all students should feel welcomed and supported.  Our staff 
takes great pride in providing engaging, authentic learning experiences in a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment that takes in account social, 
emotional and physical environments in an ever changing world.

Last year we experienced the most challenging school year to date.  We rose to the challenges and have learned and grown from the experiences.  This 
year we look forward to using these lessons as building blocks of continued success.  Our connections will continue to grow and with our new 
construction and district-wide upgrades in facilities and curriculum, the opportunities for our students are expanded. 

Thank you for your commitment to Watertown-Mayer Schools.  We look forward to serving and supporting your students throughout the year ahead to 
promote their paths to success!

Together in Education,

Darren Schuler
Superintendent



Watertown-Mayer School Board 

Hunter Feldt, Board Chair                                                       Tim Thompson, Vice Chair
hunter.feldt@wm.k12.mn.us                                                   tim.thompson@wm.k12.mn.us

Jim Burns, Board Clerk                                                           Erika Schulz, Board Treasurer
jim.burns@wm.k12.mn.us                                                       erika.schulz@wm.k12.mn.us

Heidi Guetzkow, Director           KatyJo Danielson, Director
heidi.guetzkow@wm.k12.mn.us                                              katyjo.danielson@wm.k12.mn.us

Josh Guetzkow, Director
josh.guetzkow@wm.k12.mn.us
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Watertown-Mayer Early Childhood Advisory Council

This advisory council plans and organizes events and make decisions for improvement of both the ECFE and Young 
Royals Preschool program. Meetings are held the second Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. FREE 
childcare is available. You can have a direct impact on your child's early childhood experience.  The council 
members represent the working parents, stay at home parents, school board and the  business community. The 
current council members are listed below.

Meaghan Erickson Melissa Gomes Sara Hallermann Chelsie Sabart
Jaime Lundgren Carrie Herman Kirsten Hedtke Megan Pennington
Brittany Kellermann Nicole Gohman Amy Newman Lindsey Guetzkow

                                                       
If you are interested in joining this group please email Susie Retterath at sretterath@wm.k12.mn.us

mailto:sretterath@wm.k12.mn.us


About the Staff
Young Royals Preschool teachers are highly trained in best practices and assessment.  Teaching staff 
are licensed by the MN Department of Education.  Paraprofessionals are also part of the teaching 
team.

Student Success
We aim to meet children where they are, as individuals and as a group.  We help each child to reach 
challenging and achievable goals that will prepare them for 21st century learning by focusing on critical 
thinking, creativity, cooperation, communication and perseverance.



Attendance Expectations
Attendance is important.  Please make an effort to get your child to school every scheduled day.  If your child is 
unable to attend class please call or email your child’s teacher.  Teachers do not check emails during class 
time/student contact time.  Teachers will respond to a phone call.

Backpacks
Children are requested to bring a school sized backpack to each class.  Please check and empty the backpack daily
.

Behavior Guidelines
Most children do very well in the preschool classroom.  Our licensed teachers understand the developmental level 
and needs of each child.  Teachers have appropriate expectations for young children.  They are attentive to children 
and give verbal and often visual cues to teach children about behavior expectations.  The Second Step curriculum 
provides a framework for problem solving, acknowledging feelings and offers strategies to teach self regulation.  If a 
child’s behavior escalates, parents will be informed and a behavior plan may be developed.



Calendar
Preschool will follow the Watertown-Mayer public school calendar, with the exception of the end of school. Young 
Royals will end one week prior to K-12 ending.

Conferences
Conferences are held two times a year.  This is an opportunity for you to connect with your child’s teacher.  Your 
teacher will share about social, emotional and academic achievements for your child.  Teachers will use the COR 
Advantage assessment tool to monitor and support your child’s development.

Custodial Information
If parents have custody concerns amongst themselves, they must provide the staff with a copy of any relevant court 
orders. It is the parents/guardians responsibility to keep an accurate online account. This includes address, pick up 
and custodial changes.



COVID -19 PREPAREDNESS PLAN
We have adapted the following guidelines to keep us safe and healthy this school.

·       Frequent hand washing:  Children and staff will use soap and water to wash hands before entering the 
classroom and when exiting the classroom.

·       Cleaning and disinfecting:  Staff will be using a bleach/water solution for sanitizing equipment, toys, etc. as 
recommended by MDH.  (Minnesota Department of Health)

Covid 19 Disinfecting Guidelines for Schools

·       Face coverings:  Children are not required to wear masks.  

·       Plan for sick children and staff: All children are required to do self-screening at home before arriving to school.  
Please refer to the COVID 19 decision tree to help determine if your child should be at school.  It is very important 
to stay home if you have any symptoms of being ill. Covid 19 Exclusion Guidance Decision Tree

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/clean.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf


Dress
Please dress your child in play clothes appropriate for preschool experiences.  We ask that your child’s shoes have 
non-skid soles, appropriate for running in the gym and playing on the playground.  Clothes that allow easy 
movement are best for all the “action” in our classroom. It is recommended that you keep an extra set of clothes at 
school for those unplanned accidents.

During the winter we will go outside if the temperature is above zero.

Please make sure your child has adequate cold weather apparel for outdoor play. 



DROP OFF AND PICK UP

Classrooms 202,  205 and 206:    Please use Door 3 to enter and exit

Classrooms 208 and 210:    Please use Door 2 to enter and exit.  You need to use street parking.  You are not allowed to use the parking lot 
of the apartment building. 

 A parent or guardian (18 years or older) must drop off and pick up their child at his or her classroom using the ipad. Children will not be allowed to 
leave with anyone except the custodial parents/guardians or a person authorized by the parent/guardian.  If a staff member is uncertain about the 
person’s identity, they will ask for a valid picture ID.  Parents/Guardians dropping off or picking up outside normal class times are required to check in 
at the front desk and present a driver’s license. At that time your license will be screened through our security system.

Parents/Guardians are responsible for keeping profile current on the Eleyo registration site.  This will include updated pick up authorizations.  Staff 
will not add or delete authorized persons to your account.

 If during class time there is a change in who will be picking up your child, please call 952-955-0280 and leave a message with the Community 
Education secretary or you may call your child’s classroom. However, do not email the teachers with information regarding changes that may occur 
during class time because emails are only checked before and after class.

 Please DO NOT leave other children unattended in cars when dropping off and picking up.   For the safety of students, running in hallways 
and thru offices is prohibited.

Please arrive promptly at dismissal time as it may cause unnecessary worry for your child and teachers have a tight schedule and must be allowed 
time to prepare for their classes.



Early Childhood Screening
All children are required to be screened once before entering kindergarten in public school. Invitations will be sent 
to children at approximately four years of age. If your child is 3 years 6 months or older and has not been previously 
screened, he/she should be screened this year. Held at the Watertown-Mayer Community Learning Center. 

Field Trips and Parent Activities
One field trip will be scheduled during the school year. Information regarding field trips will be sent home in advance 
for sign up and parent permission. Background checks are required for adult chaperones and are required to be 
submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the event.  Please inquire how to do a background check with your child’s 
teacher or in the Community Education office.



Health
In order to keep our classroom as safe and healthy as possible, please follow the guidelines below:

Your child should remain at home if:

**Child has a temperature or has had a temperature of 100 degrees or higher under the arm or an oral temperature 
of 100 or higher during the previous 24 hour period.

**Child is taking an antibiotic; during the first 24 hours.

**Child is vomiting or has excessive diarrhea.

**Child has a sore throat.

**Child is noticeably acting like he/she does not feel well.

**Child has a rash other than a mild heat-related or diaper rash.

**Child has very red, mattery eyes.

Staff will notify you if your child becomes ill during the day and needs to be picked up.

Please call within 24 hours of the diagnosis of a contagious illness or parasitic infestation.



Parent Communications
Communication is important for a successful school year.  We will communicate our classroom activities and want 
to hear from you anytime.  Calendars are posted on the district website. Wm.k12.mn.us.  Emails will be sent from 
your child’s teacher on a weekly basis with information regarding lesson plans, special events, alerts, etc.  The 
priority platform for communication will be the COR Advantage system.  

Parenting Resources
1-1 Parent Coaching is available to you at no fee. It is a  call to support you and your child with specific and 
individualized challenges you may be facing. Whether at home or at school, 1-1 coaching calls will leave you with 
researched based strategies that will help support your child. Calls include a 2 week follow up call to monitor and 
support behavior changes. Possible Topics: Behavior struggles, tantrums, picky eaters, potty training, sibling 
conflict, fears, anxiety. Day and evening calls available. Email lindsey.weber@wm.k12.mn.us to request a visit.



Pesticide Application Notice
The school district may plan to apply pesticides on school property. A parent may request to be notified prior to the 
application of certain pesticides. Additional information regarding what pesticides are used, the schedule of 
pesticide applications and the long-term health effects of the class of pesticide on children can be requested by 
contacting the Building and Grounds supervisor at 952-955-0490.

Reporting Misconduct
All adults in a school setting are mandated by law to report any suspected case of child abuse or
neglect to appropriate agencies.

Safety 
The parking lot, office area and hallways are very busy during drop off and pick up times.  You are responsible for 
your child.  Please DO NOT allow your child to run in the parking lot, office area and hallways. 



School Closings and Late Starts
When K-12 school is closed, preschool is closed. When K-12 is delayed by 1 or 2 hours, AM preschool is cancelled. 
Young Royals Plus will start @ 10:15 a.m. All afternoon preschool classes will be held.

District #111 will send an automated update by email and phone in regards to school closings.  To receive updates 
please keep your profile information up to date @www.wm.eleyo.com  Please do not call faculty or school 
administrators’ residences to ask whether school will be opened or closed.

Special Education Services
Extra support is available for students that need it.  Young Royals works in full partnership with the district’s Early 
Childhood Special Education program.  Qualifying children will receive services to help them succeed at school.

Social Networking Sites
Data privacy and confidentiality are important parts of our program.  Please be respectful of the posts you make on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc. about your child, as it relates to other participants in our child’s class.  
Remember not all families want their child/ren posted on Social Media.

http://www.wm.eleyo.com


Toys and other Items from Home
It is the policy of our preschool program to bring toys and other items from home only on designated days assigned 
by your classroom teacher.  Please do not allow your child to bring personal toys from home unless assigned.

Transportation for  4 & 5 year old students
W-M Busing Option
Indicate your busing needs when registering online.  Transportation is arranged by the school. You will be notified 
by the bus company as school gets closer with a pick up/drop off time and location. Please do not call the bus 
company to arrange busing. Transportation fees are not supported by scholarships.
4 & 5 Young Royals Morning Classes:  Your student may ride the regular school bus to school from a single 
address for an additional $35 a month.
4 & 5 Year Olds Afternoon Classes:  Your student may ride the regular school bus after school to a single 
address for an additional $35 a month.



Tuition
Your tuition is due the 10th of each month. A late fee of $35 will be assessed if payment is not made by the 15th 
of the month. Late fees are automated, and unable to be reversed. Payments may be automated through the 
registration site, by both credit/debit card and checking.  Sign up for automated payments @ 
www.wm.ce.eleyo.com. 

For your convenience you may drop off your tuition payment at the main office in the WM Community Learning 
Center, or mail it to Watertown-Mayer Community Education, 313 Angel Ave NW, Watertown, MN. 55388.  If you 
have any questions on payments, please contact Janine @ 952-955-0280. 

Visiting the Classrooms

Visitors are welcome in the classroom any time.  The school policy is to sign in at the office before coming into the 
classroom.  If you wish to visit, please set up a time with your classroom teacher.

http://www.wm.ce.eleyo.com/
http://www.wm.ce.eleyo.com/


Kids' Company Child Care
 

Kids' Company Child Care is also located in the Watertown-Mayer Community Learning Center and has two child 
care programs available for families. Kids' Company Caring Hands serves children  six weeks to 48 months with 
infant, toddler and young preschool groups. Kids' Company Out-of-School Time Care (OST) serves children four 
years and potty trained through 12 years of age with preschool and school age groups. Young Royals and Kids' 
Company staff work together to support your child and get them to and from child care to their preschool class. For 
more information please reference the Community Education website at wm.k12.mn.us or contact Amy Dimmler, 
Program Coordinator, at 952-955-0283 or amy.dimmler@wm.k12.mn.us.

 

http://wm.k12.mn.us/
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W-M School District Policies

https://www.wm.k12.mn.us/Page/93

